NEW

That @onstant thieving goss n vear |
after ¢ In the public lihraries of New |
York, a one of the statements madle
by Mr. Bostwick, superintendent of the
Muhilon®erg branch, in West Fwenty. '
third » t in the eourss of an interview |
about w York lhraries and their fro- |
quentens. |

“Statitics for the present year have |
not yef hoen pubilished * he said, "but ‘
they ardnot likely to vary much from those

' of the lnsy coswsus. The lows of hooks for |
soventeon hronches, as reported in the Jast |

. pensus, was 5,211 volumes, a decroase of |

' 84, or about 11 per cont, on the previous '
record. In this group are included two
branches, the Geotge Bruce and the Otten- |
dorfer, whose shelve« have been partially

elosed on this acoonnt, an aet which has
evidently wduced the loss, though not so |
greatly as might have been expected.

“Outside these seventeen branches, four
more, Harlem, Webster, Hivington street
and Tottenville, gave at the szame time
their reports of missing volumes, a total of
1,102. No complete list is to be had of the
Josses of the former five bLranches of the
Cathedral hbrery, which comsolicated not
long ago, ‘or of the libraries organized
and opened during the current year. Con-
sequently exact figures of the total loss
cannot be given, but it approximates 7,000
volumes.

“There are two classes of thieves, and
they are equally proficient in their work.
One is the professional crimival who steals
books and lives on the proceeds of his
sales to second hand bookshops and eollec-

|

tors. The other is the boy, the immature §4
thief, who steals partly from mischief, §f

partly from sheer deviltry.

“Cases ‘of the dbcond class are usually
bandled in the Chikdren's Court. The
Judges seam to show leniency toward this
particular form of aanexation, and often
the boy is reprimanded and sentence is

suspended, which means that he is liable to g

YORK’S B

Am 7,000 Books
Stolen Every Year
- Roof Garden Libraries
-~ Enst Side’s Hunger for
Knowledge Books Kept
Cireulating  The Li.
brary for the Blind

books & month are clroulated, the statistios
show only an average of two persons for
| W thirty days of the esperiment, while

I most of the uptown libraries and those
sitvatad among the more prospwrons classes,
twanty<five ia the maximum. At the Riv-
Ington Lranch, on the other hand, the evens
ing attendance between 0 and 10 averages
15, and on Sunday afternoons 200,

Bt the Fast Side nas ever besn book
hungry.

“It would be useless for me to say that
the intellectual needs of the Fast Side in-
erea e s Line goes on.” said the librarian
of an Fast Side branch, “for the simple
rensnn that there never has been & time
when the people there were not alwolntely
hungry for knowledge. If there were a
library on every block it would be largely
attendad

“Just to give a few figures, the reading
room attendance for oneé vear at Rivington
street was 460,710, Chatham Square, 26,822
Bond street, 46,751, and the circulation of
books for home use by clatses at the three
branches was respectively 77,163, 200,973 and
113,978 volumes

“The library derartment supplies books
in twelve living foreign laugzuages, with a
total, approximately, of 40,000 volumes.
In the case of the less common tongues
the puolicy has been to concentrate the
hooks as far as possible in one or two
branches, located in the parts of the city
where the tongue:« are spoken. Thus the

A LOVER OF THE CLASSICS.

regard his offense as rather a trivial one
and to repeat it in course of time.

*It is the easiest thing in the world to slip
& book into the pocket under the coat. 'The
attendants are lynx-eyed, but no one library
coukd possibly furnish epough employees
to guard every voltime and watch every
visitor,

“The question has often come up at the
committee meetings whether the opengehelf
system is not conducive to thig¢ form of
theft, and whether the old time method of
the closed shelves would not obviate. it.
But the great gain to the general publie from
the open shelf is #o apparent that even
oounting the annual losses, there are few of
us who would advocate guarding the vol-
umes by closing the shelves,

“Little by little the public will be educated
to the point of realizing that stealing books
i just as great a crime as robbery of the
other kind,and that will decreaso the loss
congiderably.”

The newest fuature of the year's work is |

greater part of the Russian and Hebrew
collection is at Fast Broadway, the Kumanian
at Rivington etreet, the Yiddish at Riving-
ton strect and Chatham Square, the Hun-
gariuan at Tompkins Square and the
Bohemian at Webster.

“What is read at these places? The very
best books obtainable on every subjeot.
Gienerally speaking, there is less fiction

.demanded than science, biography, travel,

everything that tends toward accurate
information in regard to the world's work
~knowledge rather then entertainment.
There is a constant demand for works on
gocialism—not the rose water amd pink
tea type, concerning whioh hundreds of
volumes come from the press every rfonth,
but the real words of those who know."

At the Twenty-third etreet branch an
interesting part of the regular library work
is that done in the training school for
librariars. The clase is formed in October,
The class work includes mending, cover-
ing and lettering books, shelf clas:ification
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the public lectures given in the lbrary
buildings #t the expénse of. Board of
Education. There have been three courses
of lectures during the winter and epring,
one at the Tremont branch, one at the 135th
street branch, and one at the Tompkine
branch. The attendance has been large
and the visitors enthusiastio. .
Another experiment has been the Sunday
afternoon opening of the reading rooms.
This has shown widely divérgent results.
For examplq, at the 8¢. Agnes branch, one
of the MW in the city; where 80,000 |

and arrangement, use of card catalogue,
reference books, reading lists and means
to halp children as well as adult readers.

Miss Foote, who has had charge of the
school since its opening, speaks enthusias-
tically about the possibilities .it offers to
young women who have the necessary
qualifications.

“The general publioc probably does not
know,” she said to a 8o reporter, “how
high a degree of soholarship and general
information is reguired for the equipment
of & good . &% U

v gy

“The weakeat point (n the applloants’
mental equipment | find to be a lnck of
goneral information. Taking these girls,
who are a very fair example of the gradustes
of the public schools and colleges ne repre-
sentative, I should say that they do not
read the nevspapers enough and with the
roquisite amount of (ntelligence

“They have a vague idea of the happen-
ings of the world, but not the solid facts
which are demanded for practioal use. This
lack extends into other departinents

“Last year of the fifty-six wim were ex-
amined thirty were admitted, and of these
thirteen passed with an average of 75 per
eont , and vight others, who passed with
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A BOOR THIEF,

in one of the lurge department stores and
has proved a succeas. A large insurance
company has been supplied for several
years with travelling libraries.
The library for the blind, situated in the
, 8t. Agnes branch, is another interesting
| place. It embraces one of the largest cir-
culating collections of books for the blind

I in the world. Not only this, but teachers

A COMFORTABLE CORNER WITH A NOVEL,

for general capability. This year about
the sime number were admitted, and the

place this month ia perhaps a little ahead
of theaa flgures.” .

The summer worl of the public library
includes the establishment of roof garden
libraries. One has been tried at Rivington
street with great sucoess.

A space forty feet square on the roof of
the janitor's quarters "has been railed off
and provided with awnings, furniture and
electric lights. The main stairway has been
carried up to provide easy access, and a
special custodian has charge of the library
on the roof.

The result has been such as to warrant
the construction of other reading rooms
on the roofs of library buildings in crowded
distriots.

Another important part of the publio
library work is that in connection with the
travelling libraries, which supply alubs,
homes and classes of all descriptions, The
offices of the travelling library have recently
been moved from Rivington to Bixty-
seventh street and Amsterdam avenue,
and the work of sending the books out is

b -q»mmm‘ y

50 per cent., were eligible to the lower class ]

promise of the examination which |takes |

are sent out to look up the blind who may
i not have heard of the advantages ready
| for them or ta read to them in their homea.

NEW YORK A CITY OF ISLANDS,

Some of Them Mere Dots, Others as Big
as Separate Citles.

No large city of the world has 80 many
fslands within its municipal boundaries
as New York. Some of these islands are
mere dots. Qthers are large enough to
have almost the dimensions of cities.

Governors Island, with an area of seventy
acres, is the property of the Federal Govern-
ment and is assessed at $5,000,000 by the
city, which is $80,000 an acre, and as land
rdues go within New York that figure is
ow.

Blackwell's Island, which ocovers 124
acres, is valued at $12,000,000, which is at
the rate of nearly $07,000 an acre. Ward's
Island is valued ut $9,000,000 and Randall's
at 95,000,000, North Brother Island is
valued at $220,000, Riker's Island at $587,000,
and Hart's Island at $850,000.

The most important of the islands in-
cluded within the boundaries of the Greater
New York is, of course, Manhattan Ieland,
the value of which is practically incal-
culable. It is at least $5,000,000,000; how
much more is conjectural,

The Borough of Brooklyn includes Coney
Island. The whole of the Borough of Rich-
mond is an island, an island valued by the
city for tax purposes at about $50,000,000.
The area of Staten Ialand is 36,000 acres,
which is almost three times the sime of
Manhattan.,

LAVINIA DISTURRBRED,

She Tries te Be Goed to the Conducter, but
He Doesn't Understand.

“I," said the gentle Lavinia, “many more
things like this happen to me, I shall be-
ocome a pessimist or a misanthrope or some
other dreadful thing, I know. -

“Of course girls do sometimes give the
street car oonductors cents for their
fare, but they don’t. do this to be mean.
They pay in cents in this way because they
haven't any place to carry them and they
take up too much room in their purses and
they want to get rid of them, and why
shouldn’t they pay them to the conductor?

“And why shouldn't he take them, and
be glad to take them, to keep? But you
know that the conductor always thinks
they give them to him for spite; and when-
ever he gets a chanoe he always gives a

woman cents in change, to get even, They
don't seem to understand, they never do.
1 met a conductor yesterday that I thought
would, but when it came to this he was like
the rest.

‘He was a nice conductor, polite to me
when I got on the car, and all that, and
really I didn't like to pay him in cents,
though I had a lot of them in my purse,
\nd I thought 1 would try him. Bomehow,
he wae 8o polite, I thought that he would
understand ard when he came for my fare I
B e, T
ex ve
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hal! a dowen or more persons, and
such quarters and those provided in Mr.
Martin's inn there is a comfortable medium
which can be attained at a figure well below
#5 & week. In support of this theory they
quote the statement of D. 0. Mills, made

On the face of it this statement is encour-
aging, but Mr. Mills himself declares that
a hotel for women could not be suocessfully
run on the same lines as the Mills hotels,
in which lodgers must vacate their rooms

fon as to the feasibility of bullding and
operating cheap botels for working girls,
every one who has any knowledge at all
of the question agrees that cbeap, respeot-

of girls becoming public charges.
the trend of the remarks made at
publioc meetings of late by
identified with plans of many
protection and encouragement of ing
girls, some of which plans are theoretioally
{deal but practically impossible. Needless
to say, none of the speakers expresses the
plightest doubt that, onoce started, the
hotels would convincingly silence doubters
who now persistently declare that nothing
of the sort can be made to pay. It must be
admitted that when asked for a reason for
the faith that is in them, some of the en-
thusiasts are disappointingly vague. They
admit that personally they have nat demon.
strated the possibility of feeding a woman
for a week at the cost of a good sized beef-
steak at a firstclass restaurant; for, of
ocourse, not much more than half the sum
paid in for board and lodging can be turned
over to the culinary department. Remt and
running expenses must share with the
kitchen, and rents in the populous districts
olose to shops and office buildings are high.
To build hotels or boarding houses miles
from the business oentre of New York
would, it is said, be woree than useless.
They would remain empty. Wage earners
getting 85 a week or leas must live within
easy walking distance of their work.

Fortudately for the future prospects
of the working girl of small pay and no
home, all the enthusiasts are not
Here and there is one who has studied the
economic features of the situation and is
prepared to give practioal [lustration of
what bas been done and what may be done
with $8 a week.

Mrs. Clarence Burns, for example, who
for the last twelve months has gome ex-
haustively into every phase of the subjeot,
is primed with facts and figures, whioh are
reasonably oonolusive, that decent, com-
fortable living accommodation and enough
good plain food to keep a girl strong and
healthy can be furnished for leas than
$4.50 or 86 a week. When asked, “Why,
then, have not many such houses been
built long ago?” Mrs. Burns repled:

“Because of this very vagueness of whioh
we have been speaking. . Many women who
come in ocontact with the working girls in
the shops and elsewhere have lofig appre-
olated thelr needs, and believed those needs
oould besupplied, without taking the trouble
to get emough oconvinoing date together
to inspire women of means to go
and spend their money on working girle'
homes.

“No one who has not gone into the ques-
tion in earnest has any ikiea how almost
impossible it is to get hold of reliable
statistios of any kind.

*For example, I was obliged to send to
Washington to find out how many worling
girls there are in New York and how they
are classified. Nowhere ih New York
oould 1 get the information. Dry goods
merohants had no figures to give as to the
number of women employees in the de-
partment stores. Not & man of them was
posted aa to how the average working girl
lived, whether the majority had & home,
or where and how they existed outside
of business hours. Few would believe
that there were not plenty of boarding
houses for all the women, young or old,
who wanted to board. That is the general
belief, I find, of most persons who have
not looked into the matter: But facts don’t
bear out this belief. Let me give a few of
the statistios I have gathered! f

“There are about 500,000 wage earning
women in New York, of whom 22,706 are
saleswomen with an average weekly wage of
$6.50 a week, which means, of courss, that

L
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ing school, and where young girls are
boarded for & nominal sum for six months,
or until they learn a trade, the meals served,
which are plentiful and wholesome, ocost
exactly @ 9-10 cents each. I got the exact
figures from the manager, a practical busi-
pess woman, and I sampled the meals,
which are good enough for anybody.
“Again, in the Little Mothers' Association,
of which I am president, I have found that
the cost of feeding as few as fifty children
at the summer headquarters is exactly $1.40
each per week. 1 say children, but there
are many large girls among the number,
haps none who eats less than the

)
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amily goea up. The cook

housekeeper can oversee a big
house as easily as a small one,

“To sum up,” Mrs. Burms continued,
“those of us who have given serious oon-
sideration to the imminent need of cheap
boarding houses for working girle have ¢
ooms to this conclusion®

“The moat practical and A economical
way to satiafy this need is to rent a large
housé or houses in various sectiona where
they are most needed, make the rooms
fresh and clean with paint and paper, hut
refuse to spend one ocént in remodelling.
In the larger rooms put single beds for
two, threo or four girls, and reduce the
working foree, if hecessary, by asking the
girle to make their own beda. Have the
various departments managed by thor-
oughly practical business women aocous-
tomed to that sort of work, and have the
same rules—no more--which are observed

-
i

board-

fag houses and hotels of this class, not men,
It several such boarding housos at which
was abous $8 were
be a sucotss I am

money to build hotels of the emme olass
with all modern convenienoces. These
women are only holding back for fear of
sinking their money in a hopeless enter-
prise.”

Bartenders' Superstition,

From the St. Louis Globe-Democrat,

*Did you ever see a bartender take a drink
alone?!” drant BStraub, mixologist, asked
me. "No? Wall, | guess not, for every
good bartender knows it's bad luck to take
s drink all by his lonesome. If he does,
trouble is sure to follow. A couple of drunks
will come In and start & rough house or he'll
be beat out of the price of a round of drinks,

““I've mever known It to fall, and, oonse.
quently,in 8o far as | am personally concerned, |
ocouldn't be persuaded to take a drink by myself,
1t isn't good policy for a bartender to drink
muoh, and few of them do, on duty, anyhow;
but ocoasionally a fellow get thirsty
and feel a little beer would him good.
Thet Is the time for hima to remember the
pet suparstition of the trade and give some-
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Marnma, o arme to Betrallay
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flator Florenes—Oh, fudge!

Avchibald=And my dstors - May 4
Floretnwe.

Slater May, surveying her ealmly - 1w
do dn?

Florenos—0h, you ran awar;
didn’'s you? Did you feel soared? Wit
dowes & marriage Neense look— —

Arvchibald—And this Is dear, old Aune

Aunt Melins, pecking ber sharply on (he
aheok~You are very weloome, dear. Wiy
didn't you get & gy travelling dress’

May—Do you really like those
MJM hate? 1 think they're horrid

Tatrells, timidly—1 never bought anv-
thing by myself before. Mother —mother,
always went with me— —

A. Melina, with asperity - Your mother
should have been with you this time

Papa—Well, young man, what are you

to do now?

Estrella, looking as if about to cry—
Archie feels that he is not suited for a pro.
feasional career—that's why he left college,
He is going to work.

Papa—Work! Archie? My dear, yom
have not known Archie as long as [ have

Mammae—Oh, Henry! Archie will be glad
to work for such a sweet little wife

8. May, humming—* What you goin' tn do
when de rent comes round?”

8. Florence—Have you had any lunch?

confusad—N-no-—
;embarrassed—There wasn't any
“l:l:ﬂnc—'l'ha c:.h 'nmn says Mr,
{ to is fare.
Mx:‘!:uw?%l‘p‘rn pockets, turning
Don't belleve

red— 1 have any change--
f to stop at the bank and get a check

Papa—What bank are l\‘lﬁ. Archie?
Archibald w-ir-or- ttle pri-
vate bank of a friend of mine Aroble
L& .

Pa serenely—Allow
nn:'un to John.‘ )
Mamma—You children come out in the

W. I am sure John will get you
g to eat.

{Exit Archibald and Estrella with mamma ]
into chair—You can

to learn.
on to sofa—S8he isn's
, though.

A. Melina,
see that child’s a
8. May, tum
bad—hasn't
A Florence, what are laugh~
at? v, 1 am borrified! e

, putting on his hat—Tell that young
& o :n't roost here, y't. 0

He
to must have a e! He
qi’ll around for & job.
mou' have to sleep wl;h’ﬁunm

Florence—-
8. Florence—They can't have my room.
8. room in mine.
A ~You ought to be glad to ao-

te your new sister.

‘..Iny aged 20)—~I never asked for any
ter at all.

8. Florenoe (aged 17)—They had to have

off from

A ﬂd{u—-’r‘hg:ug;hl bave worried

without bzou———
8. Florence—~We'll ‘em try it some
day.
8. May, sarcastically—We won't turn
ou did, Auntie
fuﬂoudy—‘ou never have
any offers—all you'll” get will be chanoes.
I oan't listen to any more suoch fliprant
talk. It was unknown when [ wasa girl- -
ms. l‘lonnoo—m;thin' to tsrl‘kh about then
t pewing o) and fune .
et Foika had ackreat deal more

w I was & girl than t do now.
?nlq—!?rgpr-but‘:‘i? was 8o long

"K'ﬁeﬂ.—m your‘hther had better

put you girls to work instead of Archie——

. May—You don't seem to mind spongin’
on him, Auntle.

A. Melina—Me? 1sponge on your father?
Who kepps the aocoounta—-who does the
marketing wllm worthlees chits are
oombing your tell me? Who buye
your clotheg P

B. o0e, humming--

Nobhody knows who buys her clothes
But she wears them just the same

A. Melina~I wish I was your mother for

t five minutes! [Gathers her =kirts.
. Wonder if Archie's luggin'
hie wife? Let's ace.
h or op=
puqhgom.” ec dlzﬁ{;‘-p.:er oi':'llo‘ l:m.:: [
room.)

8. Florence—Oh, May, she's sittin' in his

%. May—‘Member night I caught you sit«
tlng in Harry's—-
Florence—O0h, shut up!
a blessed baby. )
8. May—Must be sorter nioce, though.
What's she doin'? Cryin'? :
8. Florence—8ho says everyhody's so cold
oritioal~~wants to go home. w littie

J
8, Humph! Pity she didn't stay
there
8. Florence—Archie's wipin' her eyes.
Archie's a sweet boy.
8. May—He's easy—roped in on tha first

round-up. )
8. Florence—I don't care—I'm goin' fo

lo? r
. May-Isn't any hurry about {t. Look
out, here they come.

8. Florenoe—Oh, you dear thing. 1 just
know I'm ' to love you!

8. Ma ﬁt sontimental—peeked
through the curtain.

[May and Florence retreat acros the
room. Archibald enters with Estrelln |

. Florenoce, turning red—You're a story

Archibald—Oh, shut up, May—don't be
lla, timidly—~What a beautiful bowe

fay—It's got a mortgage on it, though.
m. tflor:int rod-—‘-’.i'gnt's May's
idea M‘L\l‘l‘n&r. &ml.h. 'tl"‘]l?sh room "wnuld
u ra "“u" 8 or rence 8’

”B. May—You're a nice looking husbands
Can't even afford
8. Florenoe, interrupting—There, dear;
don't ory. Let's go up and see how you like
n’mm‘ y-Flore you're &

gratefu noe,

Nela Dommo Ty T oreac,

y leave the room without paying an¥
n&‘do pé

n to May.)
May--Florence is a good hearted !i'' 9
fool. Quess I'll go over to Mary Flypp &

She looks like

Commeroe and Literature.
From the Waasnington Stor
*Do you think that a commercig) rar-*"

is to be compared to a literary career’ asks!
the high browad and melancholy vouth
“My boy," sald Mr. Cumrox, “in husiness
Fou can Write Your name on § plece of paper
Bo bigger than a D'Od.l card Lndl make l:
L ., In literatus
.o! pzrer withoud
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